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to be exercised by any human being over nature, can
be evidence of miraculous gifts to any one to wliom
the existence of a supernatural Being, and his inter-
ference in human affairs, is not already a vera causa.
The existence of God cannot possibly be proved by
miracles, for unless a God is already recognized, the
apparent miracle can always be accounted for on. a
more probable hypothesis than that of the inter-
ference of a Being of whose very existence it is
supposed to be the sole evidence. Thus far Hume's
argument is conclusive. But it is far from being
equally so when the existence of a Being who
created the present order of Nature, and, therefore,
may well be thought to have power to modify it, is
accepted as a fact, or even as a probability resting on
Independent evidence. Once admit a God, and the
production by his direct volition of an effect which
in any case owed its origin to his creative will, is no
longer a purely arbitrary hypothesis to account for
the fact, but must be reckoned witb as a serious
possibility. The question then changes its character,
and the decision of it must now rest upon what is
known or reasonably surmised as to the manner of
God's government of the universe : whether this
knowledge or surmise makes it the more probable
supposition that the event was brought about by the
agencies by which his- government is ordinarily
carried on, or that it is the result of a special and